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The most important of his poems is
Thiruvoimozhi which consists of 1102 verses.
This has been compared to the Vedas. This sings
of the glorious attributes of God and the poe^s
mystical experience of the vision of God. These
verses are being sung in Vishnu temples. Many
learned commentaries have been written for this
work. The first 30 verses contain the gist of
Vedas.

Nammalwar says that it is Lord Vishnu alone
who remains Antaryami in gods receives the
worship. Soon after this Alwar was born he
neither wept nor drank his mother's milk. As he
was different from other children he was called
Maran. As he got angry with natural instincts
like hunger and kept them off, he was called
Safakopan. He had the vision of all the Murthis
(idols) in the 108 sacred places and he sang in
praise of them though he had not gone to those
places.

It is wonderful how he was able to compose
such beautiful poems without studying gram mar
or the philosophy of Vedas. It was all revelation
by the grace of God. As he was the most distin-
guished of all Alwars, he is said to have been
addressed by God as "My Alwar" and so he was
called ''Nammalwar".

In Vishnu temples a Safari is placed over the
heads of worshippers. Safari is a conical shaped
vessel and on its top the two feet of God are
engraved. The devotees then feel they are blessed
by God. This copper vessel coated with silver is
named Safari after Satakopa in recognition ofhis
intense devotion. Tamil poet Kambar has sung